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NEWS RELEASE 

For more information, contact [Michelle Courtney Berry / Child Development Council] 

michelle@childdevelopmentcouncil.org 

 

CHILD DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL JOINS NATIONAL CELEBRATION OF WEEK OF THE YOUNG CHILD  

Building Better Futures for All Children 

April 20, 2017  - CHILD DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL, which serves families in both Tompkins and Cortland 

counties, is pleased to celebrate the national Week of the Young Child (April 24th to 28th) to recognize 

the needs of young children and thank educators and others involved in building better futures for all 

children and families.  Week of the Young Child™ is celebrated around the United States by hundreds of 

local organizations working to improve opportunities for all young children. 

“Early learning experiences are crucial to the growth and development of young children,” said Sue 

Dale-Hall, CEO of Child Development Council.  “Each year, Week of the Young Child ™ provides 

opportunities for all of us to recognize the importance of early childhood education, the critical ‘zero to 

three’ years and to collaborate together to build better futures for all of our children.” 

Child Development Council has geared up with great excitement for the national Week of the Young 

Child™ - which will include the many events listed below (with provided photographs).  
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Throughout the month of April -  Planting pinwheels and raising 

awareness throughout April for Child Abuse Prevention Month will take place.  Every child deserves a 

childhood full of whimsy and promise. April is Pinwheels for Prevention® month nationwide. After an all-

staff meeting, Council staff went outdoors to plant pinwheels together outside our Ithaca office located 

at 609 W. Clinton Street.  

Pinwheels for Prevention® is a nationwide campaign, created by Prevent Child Abuse America (PCA 

America) and its state chapters. The goal of Pinwheels of Prevention® is to engage people in taking 

“extraordinary ordinary” actions that can reduce stress for families and increase resilience for kids—

anything from writing a letter to the editor in support of family support programs to offering to babysit 

for a neighbor.  As part of these campaigns, New Yorkers make a promise to raising awareness about 

child abuse prevention by distributing pinwheels, “planting” pinwheel gardens, and hosting educational 

events. The campaign is built around the symbol of the pinwheel, which is a happy and uplifting token of 

childhood. 

Saturday, April 22nd Kidsville and Earth Day from 10:00 am to 1:00 p.m. in the Cortland Grange 

Building, 100 Grange Place.  Kidsville is a free children’s fair which will take place annually during the 

Week of the Young Child.™    
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Kidsville features approximately 25 stations to visit, hosted by early childhood programs and community 

organizations.  Each will provide hands-on fun and information about a variety of topics important to 

families.  Also, Nate the Great returns for juggling fun. 

The theme for Kidsville this year is Earth Day.   Numerous creative and fun activities include seed 

planting, coloring, painting, puppets, pinwheels and sun-catchers, collage, sensory games, reading, 

juggling, music, dance, and more.   

Area Partners include the Cortland SUNY Child Care Center and college students from various classes, 

YWCA Programs, Access to Independence,  Children’s Museum and Family Reading Partnership.  

Additional information and activities related to dental health (Seven Valleys Health Coalition); 

pedestrian safety (Cortland County Health Department- Tiny Town);  fire and personal safety (City of 

Cortland Fire Department); health insurance and planning for the future (Fidelis Care, Total Care, 

Southern Tier Independence Center- Navigation for NYS Marketplace, NY 529 College Savings Program). 

At the Child Development Council station, children can participate in creating an original piece of art to 

benefit the Cortland Child Care Scholarship Fund.   

Wednesday, April 26th -  Mayor Svante Myrick will visit our Council’s Ithaca location to present a 

proclamation in honor of Week of the Young Child™ and the Council’s 50th Anniversary. The Mayor will 

also hear stories about our successes, programs, events and ideas for the future.  We look forward to 

the Mayor Myrick’s questions and feedback.  

 

Throughout the week of April 24-28th -  Child Development Council staff and our volunteers will assist 

area libraries with crafts, projects, and toddler story times in libraries throughout the communities we 

serve. We're doubly excited too, that all this happens during our 50th year of serving the families and 

communities we rely upon each day!   

Below, please find the locations where Council staff will be assisting area librarians: 

Tues. April 25
th
 -   Ithaca at 11:00 a.m. 

Tues. April 25
th
 -   Lansing at 1 p.m.  

Thurs. April  26
th
-  Trumansburg at 10:30 a.m. 

Fri. April 28
th
 -       Dryden at 10:00 a.m.  
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Child Development Council staff also made bookmarks to be given to children at various story times 

we’re volunteering at throughout the Week of the Young Child.™ 

More About the Week of the Young Child™ #WOYC17 

The purpose of the WOYC#17 is to focus public attention on the needs of young and their families and 

recognize the early childhood programs and services that meet those needs at the local, state, and 

federal levels. We also use this time to plan how we—as citizens of a community, state, and nation—will 

better meet the needs of all young children and their families.   

Week of the Young Child™ is an annual celebration hosted by the National Association for the Education 

of Young Children (@NAEYC).  Across the country, young children and their families depend on quality 

education and care, which help children get a great start, and bring lasting benefits for our society as a 

whole. Each year, we recognize the people, programs, and policies that are helping to build better 

futures for all children.  

In so doing, the Child Development Council partners with numerous educators, early childhood 

education experts, child care providers, dedicated volunteers, area employers, elected officials, 

legislators, physicians and pediatricians, mental health practitioners, and other concerned organizations 

to improve the professional practice and working conditions in early childhood education, and to build 

public support for high-quality early childhood education programs.  

Child Development Council is an affiliate of NAEYC, the largest organization of early childhood educators 

and others dedicated to improving the quality of early education programs for children birth through 

age eight. Founded in 1926, NAEYC has nearly 100,000 members and a national network of over 300 

local, state, and regional affiliates. 

# # # 


